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July 2020 
 
Dear All 
 
I hope that you are enjoying the ‘lighter lockdown’.   Your committee met last week but 
unfortunately, we still do not have a definite date when the Gloucester Room at the 
Central Library will reopen.   We will update you as much as we can in the main 
newsletter which you will receive in August. 
 
 
 
Best Wishes 
Jef Page 
President  
 

More on 41 Kensington Gardens 

Last month I wrote about Billy Walker’s experiences in the house and members, 

Michael and Jean Potter, contacted me with the following: 

In 1940 the house where Jean’s family lived was very severely damaged by a bomb.  

This meant that they had to move and so Jean’s parents began looking at houses in 

Ilford.  The family was quite large consisting of Jean and her parents with two uncles, 

her maternal grandparents and her great grandmother, who was the matriarch of the 

larger family.  So, they were looking for a largish house.   

Jean’s parents looked at several houses and came to one, which from the outside, 

looked eminently suitable.  As soon as they entered the house, however, her mother 

stopped saying that they would have to leave.  She could not live in that house 

because something terrible had happened there.  It was not until several years later 

when, talking to a work colleague about her experience, that she found out what that 

terrible happening was.  The address?  Kensington Gardens.  The house?  Number 

41.   Billy Walker, the boxer, was possibly right. 

Another member, Helen Gomm, wrote to say what an impression the BBC series, A 
Pin to See the Peepshow made on her.  The 1973 drama, starring Francesca Annis, 
was based on the 1934 book by F. Tennyson Jesse, which was a fictionalised account 
of the Edith Thompson and Frederick Bywaters case in 1922.  
 
 

There will be no mini newsletter in August but you will have the main 
newsletter to look forward to. 
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A Chapel Row Without a Chapel part 2? 
Working my way through the 1861 Census to find all occupants and businesses in the 
High Street (as one does) I found myself “walking” up Hainault Street and then into 
Ley Street where I came across the entries for Chapel Row.  Now, you will recall from 
my article in the June mini newsletter that I thought about the possibility that Chapel 
Row was far longer than it would appear from the OS maps, and that the coming of 
the railway separated one part of Chapel Row from the other. 
 
Without access to any detailed pre-railway line maps, it was going to be difficult to 
confirm this so I was interested to see the entries in the 1861 Census that appeared 
to do just that. Instead of the 1-3 Chapel Row that appeared in the 1871 Census, the 
previous one, as you can see below, has 16-18 Chapel Row. 
 

 

 

This would appear to confirm the theory that Chapel Row started off as a row of 18 (at 
least) houses going north from the High Road to Ley Street. The laying of the railway 
line in 1839 required the demolition of numbers 10-15, leaving 1-9 one side of the 
tracks and 16-18 on the other. 
 
The same thing might have happened further east to the back-to-back houses known 
as Willow Walk where there is a “Lower End Willow Walk” in Ley Street but that needs 
more research. 
 

Dr Colin Runeckles 17th July 2020 
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Local history and eBay 
Are you a collector as well as interested in local history? Have you ever wondered 
where you might find a map showing Essex County Council’s responsibility for roads 
and bridges at the beginning of the last century? Or perhaps a government report on 
the destruction of Hainault Forest in the 1850s? How about an album of photographs 
of family life in early twentieth-century Barkingside (and a personal memoir written by 
the photographer)? These are just some of the items that I have acquired from the 
eBay auction site over the last couple of years. 
 
For those not familiar with it, eBay (www.ebay.co.uk) is a worldwide auction site. At 
first glance it can look rather like a global car boot sale, but a closer look reveals a 
wide range of material for sale in various categories. Recently, on putting ‘Barkingside’ 
in the search box, eBay came up with nearly 500 items for sale that are relevant in 
some way to the area. The reasons why are not always obvious: a postcard, for 
example, may show up not because it features a Barkingside scene, but because the 
description states that it was sent to an address in Barkingside, or that it has a 
Barkingside postmark. But by narrowing down one’s search there is always a range of 
interesting items to be found. 
 
As for prices, well eBay is primarily an auction site and if people get carried away with 
bidding, determined to win at almost any cost, items can go for ridiculous prices. A bit 
of research beforehand doesn’t go amiss. One quickly learns that any real photograph 
postcard showing shop fronts or transport (especially railway stations) can sell for a 
relatively high price – £50 is not uncommon. Other more humdrum scenes may sell 
for as little as 50p: Dr Barnardo’s Village Homes feature on many early twentieth-
century postcards, and anyone wanting to build up a collection of these could do so at 
relatively little cost. 
 
Have a look, and if you see something that attracts you, place a bid – you just might 
win! 
 
Alan Simpson 
 

Apologies to Alan as he was not credited for his article on Little Gearies: 
who was ‘J M’? in the June mini  newsletter  

 

Frontline Ilford 
Since writing about the tank traps at Newbury Park (May mini newsletter), I have been 
looking for other evidence of wartime defences and I have come across some odd 
installations.  

 
In South Park (pictured) and Seven Kings Park, I have seen 
concrete areas of varying sizes and I wondered if they are 
the bases for long-dismantled anti-aircraft guns.   
 
I have also noticed them in other parks around the east of 
London.    
 

Janet Seward 
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“Should Houses be Named or Numbered?” 
This was the heading of an editorial in the Ilford Guardian of 15th May 1908 which dealt 
with the recent decision of the council to order renumbering of certain roads in the 
area. The list of roads subject to this decision was reported in the Guardian of the 24th 
April 1908 and included Ley Street, Ilford Lane, Green Lane, and Roden Street 
amongst others. This was not unprecedented though, as the High Road, Coventry and 
Balfour Roads had been subject to change a few years before. But not everyone was 
happy about it. The editorial goes on to discuss the plight of south-side residents of 
Thorold Road whose houses were being renumbered and who had rebelled against 
the order. When fifty had complied and changed the numbers on their houses, it was 
debated in Council as to what to do next. It was felt that to revert back would be too 
confusing. The fact that the order was implemented in full can be seen from the entries 
in the 1909 Kelly’s Directory which lists the new numbers of everyone. 
 

The reason that it become necessary to renumber was this. The original houses on 
the south side of Thorold Road were built from the corner of Myrtle Road in the period 
1883-86 beginning with number 2. But then around 1890 more houses were built but 
this time in the section from Balfour Road i.e. before number 2. What to do? Well, 
name them! So, now we have twelve houses with names such as Onea, Clactonville, 
Manhattan and the rest before it starts on number 2,4 etc. Therefore, when it came to 
renumbering the south side in 1908, 24 was added to every house from 2 onwards – 
thus 2 became 26, 4 became 28 etc up to Dunedin Road.1 
 

Of more interest than what was being renumbered was as to why. Ilford’s growth from 
village to town had meant that hundreds of houses were being built with a reasonable 
number having their own name rather than a number. The sale of existing houses on 
the Ilford Lodge Estate is a good example of this as, of the 177 houses offered for 
sale, 70 were named and the remainder were numbered.  The named houses were 
almost all at the top end of the market in Cranbrook Road, Coventry and Balfour 
Roads. The article in the Guardian notes “the difficulty of tradesmen and postmen in 
finding a resident whose only address was a picturesque name which gave no clue as 
to its appearance or to the locality in which it was to be found, became so great that 
other means of identification became necessary.”  And what happened next in the 
Ilford Guardian’s words was “the numbering of the people.”  
 

So that, you would have thought, was that. But the practice continued. New roads laid 
out often had houses divided up into groups – Breamore Road in Seven Kings had 
seven different groups such as Thames View Gardens, Douglas Terrace, and Melrose 
Terrace but were numbered entirely by 1926. Two roads on the Hamilton Estate 
between Gants Hill and Barkingside – Hatley and Hastings Avenues – were built with 
many different terrace names in the early 1930s but had been fully numbered by 1935. 
Similarly, two long rows of houses and bungalows in Falmouth Gardens in what is now 
being known as Redbridge Village were built in the early to mid-1930s but numbered 
entirely by 1939. 

So why was this still happening when it was clear that the local council disapproved? 
I can think of two possible reasons. The first is that if houses were being built in 
terraces randomly in a road i.e. not beginning at one end and building until they 
reached the other end; builders may not have been certain of the exact numbering of 
their particular houses. The second may need some further research into the way that 

 
1 Thereafter 28 were added to the numbers due to a 316a and 318a. 
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houses for sale were advertised but it may well have been a marketing ploy to make 
the houses advertised more attractive to potential buyers. Does 8 Burlington Gardens 
sound nicer and more up-market than simply 78 Hastings Avenue? 
 

Possibly the most extreme example of renumbering a road came at the very end of 
the 1960s where the entirety of Cranbrook Road from Ilford to Barkingside was 
renumbered. This wasn’t done simply by adding in all of the various terraces, gardens 
etc but by swapping the numbering over.2 Thus, the side with the even numbers was 
now odd, and vice-versa. I think it was likely at this time that Station Approach was 
merged into Cranbrook Road. Wayne’s Coffee at 28-32 Cranbrook Road started life 
as 1-3 Cranbrook Road, and then 1-5 after the first proper numbering in c.1905. And 
yes, it does make life for the researcher very confusing! 
 
So what evidence is left for individual house and terrace names. Walking around 
Ilford – especially in the streets off Cranbrook Road to the east and off the beginning 
of Green Lane – there are a fair number of plaques upon the walks of houses and 
house names above doorway and on the glass itself. Two examples are pictured: 

 

The one above covers 11-17 Buntingbridge Road on the Birkbeck Estate in Newbury Park. 

 

This one is for 132-142 St Mary’s Road off Green Lane on what was known as the St Mary’s Estate. 

 
2 I have yet – due to the current restriction – to look at the local papers of the time but there are two 
renumbering certificates dated 3st December 1969 that confirm the switchover.  
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I have this vague notion of wanting to document all of the extant name plaques – where 
they are, which houses they covered, and when they were built. One for the future 
maybe. When you’re out walking don’t forget to look up! 

And finally, the irony of Thorold Road residents being forced to renumber their houses 
can be seen when the twelve named houses that were the very reason for the 
renumbering in the first place were demolished to make way for the Exchange car 
park. Thus, the first house on the south side of Thorold Road now is number 26 – 
formerly number 2… 

© Dr Colin Runeckles  
13th July 2020 
 

 

Renewing your membership 

I’m afraid it’s that time of the year again!  You will find a membership form with this 
newsletter.   However, the good news is that for 2020/21, we are reducing membership 
to £10.  The committee decided this at its online meeting on 22 May because you 
didn’t enjoy a full programme last year and we don’t know when we will be able to start 
the 2021 programme.    Decisions like this should be agreed at an AGM but, because 
of the peculiar circumstance we find ourselves in this year, it will have to be put to the 
AGM retrospectively.   

Sylvia Frydland, our treasurer and membership secretary, would be most 
grateful if you could arrange your membership by direct debit to avoid trips to 
the bank. 

 
 
 
 

Although we can’t get together, the Committee would love to hear from you 
either to tell us what you would like to see in the mini newsletter or to 
contribute.   
 
Contact us by email janetseward@aol.com or post 12 Glencoe Avenue Ilford 
IG2 7AJ Visit us on our Facebook page (Ilford Historical Society) and Twitter 
account (email janetseward@aol.com for details) 
 
Keep well and keep in touch! 
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Going to the Pictures 
These days, we have to be satisfied with one cinema in Ilford but as you can see from 
this list put together by the late Bernard George, who was a founder member of the 
society, it wasn’t always the case. 
 
I’ve found photographs of most of the cinemas in their heyday from the Cinema 
Treasurers website which has interesting  facts about long-lost cinemas 
http://cinematreasures.org/theaters/30366 
 
The word kinema in the name of some of the early cinemas is Greek and means  
movement or motion.  

 
Photo from Cinema Treasurers website 

Biograph  Theatre 63 Ilford Hill 
near to the Red Lion pub. 
Opened in 1911 and closed in 
1921.  Colin Runeckles says that it 
then became the Luciana 
Temperance Billiard Hall and was 
still that in 1939   
 
The only photo that I could find of 
the building is when it was well 
passed its best and possibly 
missing an upper storey.   
The website says that it was 
demolished in 1973 but I think it 
may have been later. 

 
Photo from Cinema Treasures website 

Empire Kinema (Ilford Empire 
Kinema) 
Opened in 1913 and demolished 
by bombing in 1940.     
 
The Cinema Treasures website 
states that the site of this cinema 
is under the one-way system. 

 
Photo from Cinema Treasures website 

Premier Electric Theatre 172 High 
Road Ilford (white building on right 
of photo) 
Opened in 1911 and closed as a 
cinema in 1925.  It became a Palais 
de Dance and in 1959 the original 
façade was removed and replaced 
with a plainer entrance.  In the 
1970s, it became Tiffany’s and 
continued as a nightclub under the 
name of Fifth Avenue and Jumpin’ 
Jacks.  It was finally demolished in 
2008. 
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Photo from Cinema Treasures website 

Cinema de Luxe Picture Palace 
98 High Road Ilford 
Opened 1911, the cinema was 
created from two existing shops. 
Bernard George says it closed in 
1918.  
 
The Cinema Treasures website 
says that it reverted back to two 
shops in 1925.  The shops are still 
there next to Lloyds Bank in the 
High Road. 

 
Photo from Cinema Treasures website 

Super Cinema (Ilford Super) 1 Ley 
Street 
Opened in 1922 and for a time, the 
main cinema in Ilford, probably 
until replaced by the Gants Hill 
Odeon.  
 
The cinema was destroyed in 1945 
by bombing although it was not 
demolished until 1959.    
 

 
I couldn’t find a photo of the building as a cinema 

Regal (later A.B.C) High Road Ilford  
Opened in 1937 and renamed the 
A.B.C in 1962 and converted to a 
multi-screen cinema in 1973.  The 
cinema closed in 1984 and was a 
bingo club until 1989.   From 1992 
to 1998, it was a pop venue called 
The Island.   
 
Since the early 2000s, it has been a 
restaurant and banqueting venue 
and briefly included a pub called 
the Overdraft.  
 

 

Savoy (later Odeon) Eastern 
Avenue Gants Hill 
Opened in 1934 and renamed the 
Odeon in 1949.  It was converted to 
a triple screen in 1981 and further 
configured in the early nineties to a 
four and then five screen venue. 
 
Its closure in 2002 and demolition 
in 2003 is still regretted by many 
Ilfordians. 
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Photo from Cinema Treasures 

State High Road Barkingside 
Opened in 1938 but suffered bomb 
damage in 1940 and was 
requisitioned and used as a store 
for the rest of the war.  
 
It reopened in 1948 as an A.B.C.  In 
1972, it was converted to a cinema 
and bingo club.  A.B.C closed the 
cinema in 1976 and in 1978, an 
independent cinema, the Ace 
State, opened but closed in 1984.  
Part of the cinema continues to be 
a bingo club, currently Buzz Bingo. 
 

 
Figure 1Photo from Cinema Treasures website 

Empress Kinema (later the Astoria, 
the New Astoria, the Pullman and 
the State) 25 The Pavement High 
Road Seven Kings 
 
Opened in 1913.  It was a cinema 
until 1960 when it became a 
Mecca Bingo Club.  It then became 
the Shannon Club and the Nite 
Club in 2008.  It ended its days as a 
banqueting venue and was 
demolished in 2019.  
 
I didn’t see it but neighbours say 
that during the demolition the old 
cinema façade was briefly visible 
 

Bernard also included the cinemas further afield in his list: 

• Regent (later Odeon) 746 Green Lane (c1930-1969 – now a Pentecostal 
church) 

• Picture Palace (later Plaza) George Lane (1914-1977) 

• Majestic (later A.B.C and then Odeon) 60 High Road E18 (built in 1935 and 
converted to a multi-screen in 1973 and still going strong, although currently 
closed because of lockdown)  

 
Bernard also left us with a mystery.  He includes in his list the Imperial Bioscope 1 
Rosslyn Gardens Seven Kings Road which opened 1913 and closed in 1918.   On a 
walk down Seven Kings Road, I could find no trace of Rosslyn Gardens or even work 
out where it could have been.  Colin Runeckles came to the rescue by explaining that 
there was a Rosslyn Gardens in Seven Kings Road until the houses were numbered 
properly between 1912 and 1913 (see his article on page 4 Should Houses be Named 
or Numbered).   I Rosslyn Gardens then became 14 Seven Kings Road, the first house 
after Electric Parade.  However, when Colin checked Kelly’s for 1910, 1915, 1916 and 
1917 it was only ever listed as a residential address and there is no mention of the 
Imperial Bioscope. 
 
Janet Seward 
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Answers to True or False: Would I Lie to You in the June issue.  
(Unfortunately, no one won a prize this month but thank you to those who 
entered.)  
 
1.TRUE. Catherine Howard was Henry VIII’s 5th wife and Queen 1540, but beheaded 
for adultery 1542. Catherine Parr became Henry’s 6th and final wife 1543. He died in 
1547 and she survived him as his widow.                                                                                                                                                              
2.FALSE. Plessey was a major Ilford company making Coffman starters for RAF 
planes and bomb casings during World War II, even in the Central Line tunnels 
between Gants Hill and Leytonstone. They never made aspirins- Howards of Ilford 
made them.                                                                                                                                                                             
3.TRUE. Charles Dickens favourite place was Chigwell and he did buy & part-own a 
house in Wanstead.                                                                                                                                                               
4.FALSE. 15 year old Lisa Gherardini (1479-1542) married Francesco Giocondo 
1495 and is often referred to as ‘La Gioconda’-(female form of her surname). The 
‘Mona Lisa’ painting by Leonardo da Vinci (Mona- short for Madonna or Lady, ie 
Lady Lisa Giocondo) has been restored at various times but not in 1920 and her 
enigmatic smile has always remained intact.                                                                                                                            
5. TRUE. A temporary Italian POW camp was set up on the corner of Woodford 
Bridge Rd/Woodford Avenue 1945. It had been where Hatton Terrace was but it was 
destroyed by a V1 near miss and a direct hit in 1944. Now the site of Beal School.                                                                                                                                
6.TRUE. Smallpox is the only infectious disease that has been eradicated worldwide.                                                                                                                 
7.FALSE. Highwayman Dick Turpin (1705-39) did try to escape north but was 
captured in York. He was to be brought back and tried in London but fearful he might 
escape or be rescued, he was executed in York and buried there. So he wasn’t alive 
in 1740 and his actual grave is unknown.                                                                                                                                                            
8.FALSE. To get his Britannia film-making company renamed ‘Ilford, Alfred Harman 
(1841-1913) had to accept the Council’s stipulation that it always used ‘Ilford Limited’ 
in full, never just Ilford Ltd, to differentiate it from the town.                                                                                                                                                                
9.TRUE. Ethel Haslam was Ilford branch Secretary of the militant Suffragettes. She 
and her family lived in Cranbrook Rd Ilford, and Ethel was imprisoned twice for her 
activities. Later she became a World War I nurse at Newbury Park Emergency 
Hospital.                                                                            
10.TRUE. When very successful Ilford FC won the Amateur FA Cup in 1929, their 
celebration dinner included courses named after teams they beat on the way: Scotch 
Salmon with Nomads Sauce, and Leyton Wafers accompanied Peach Melba desert.                                                                                                  
11.FALSE. The City of London has no streets at all. All are Hills, Lanes, Rows, 
Alleys etc.                                      12. TRUE. George Tasker of Mayfair Avenue Ilford 
did indeed walk all the way along the new Eastern Avenue to Southend to see how 
good the new road was.                                                                                     
13.FALSE. The Bayeux Tapestry (really embroidery) is thought to have been sewn 
in the 1070s in England, possibly by Canterbury Saxon needlewomen, under the 
direction of Odo, Bishop of Bayeux (not Archbishop Odon). He was the half-brother 
of William the Conqueror, fought at the Battle of Hastings 1066 and is shown on the 
Tapestry wielding a club.                                                                                                                                              
14. TRUE Jabez Balfour (Jabez is a biblical name- Sorrowful) did flee with the 
Liberator Building Society money to Argentina. He was extradited back to England 
as a fraudster and goaled for 10 years. Balfour Road in Ilford is surprisingly (still) 
named after him.                                                                                                                  
15.FALSE. Grove Road Chadwell Heath was named Cat Lane, not Dog Lane. 


