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Dear All

2020 will be a year none of us will ever forget, the year when the whole world fell sikiat as
coronairus swept aross the glohdn the UK lockdown stated in midMarch and only key
workers andhose looking after their children wegpemittedto venture outsideother than for
foodwhena 2metre soial distancewvas therule. Many people used the intet to work from
homebut exercisewas permitted in an effort to avoid the whole natiesomingécouch
potataesa This was a time when ¢doctors and nurses of the National Hbea&ervicewvere
applauded every Thursday night for facing the very real danger of catching this tbnelske
themselves while looking after the sick and dying. Mourners could not attend futmralg
older p@ple wereisolated andnany foundgoodneighbous willing to deliver shopping

Lock-down was gradually eased during June and Julyhewirus remains a very rigareat
Our last meeting was held in MarcBee back page for our plans for the Autumn
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Thellford Recordemwebsite or27 July 208, quoting the
Office for National Statistics datahowsthatin Redbridge
there were a total of 312 deathsked to the virus from March
to Junewhich is a rate of 143.7 deaths per 100,000 people.
Redbri dgeods déafthh32toadore r anked
boroughsNewham had a ratd 201.6 deaths per 100,000
people, the second highest in London after Bierthat four- -
month periodhe area with the highest Covi® death tollin
Redbridgevas South Park (21). Newbury Park, llford South

West, and Chadwell Heath Wesdch had 20 ddad.

THANK YOU v

& KEY WORKERS

The 19189 o0 Spani sh Fl ud Pandemic

The ongoing Coronavirus pandemic fasusedattention on the worlavide influenzaoutbreak

of more than aertury ago whichwasnamedSpani sh fl u. 6 Tehbgtheannual
local Medical Officer of Health&an be found on the Well come Li
edition has a comentaryabout the influenza epidemic (as it was called then).

b

Firstly, the figures. The 1918 repazites the cause of death for Ilfaresdents from influenza as
249.Inthefolb wi ng year 6s report, the corresithonding
theaverage for those years available from 1912 to 1930 but emgltidise two years which na
becalculated as roughly 1B9. Although there were spikes of over 30 in two aegde years, four
years show deaths from the disease as 10 or under. Tdremeps it he ¢ ommon
find a whole family ill athesame time But interestngly, neither Claybury nor West Ham
Mental Hosptals reported many deaths and were tatgely unaffected.

occu

Compare and contrast this extract from the commentdtyigsies raised recently:

AiThe epi demi c s h camerdurnatonal lack abrgagisation in combatimg disease.
Nurses wee impossible to obtain and those availabktook themselves to the houses of theteralb,
attracted by the high wag curent.

The poorer parts of the community were left withausas, with disastrous relst

As regards llford as much was donevees possible. Posters and handbills wersuied containing advice
as to the prevention of the

disease. The schools were
closed from 23 October to
9" November. As much
paid and volutery help as
could be obtaing was
utilised in homenursing.
The accommdaion at the

Isolation Hospital only
permited of a few cases
being admitted. Much credit
is due to the local doctors

The epidemic showed up in a glaring manner our national
lack of organisation in combating disease. Nurses were impossibl
b‘\" and those available betook themselves to the houses of the
wwll do, attracted by the high wages current.
The poorer parts of the community were left without
with disastrous results.

nurses,

A8 regards Ilford as much was done as was possible
Posters and handbills were issued containing advice as to the
prevention of the dlsease. The schools were closed from 23rd
C gth November. A8 mch paid and voluntary help as
o ulc be obtalned wds u'ilisea 1r lorw nuraing Tne accom¢9da‘:

ctober to
Extractfrom theAnnuaIReport ofthe Medlcal Offlcer for Heath for 1918.
These an be foundn the link below.
https://welcomelibrary.og/mohbrowse/?phce=If ord&startYear=1848&en
dYear=1972&pagel

———aA

for their untiring efforts to
combat the disease0

© Dr Colin Runedles, 2 June 2020
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Sources for Local Historyi Public Health Reports

An annual report to the council was written by the Med@#élcer of Health ad contains much

usual iformation to reseahes. The Wel | come Li br aryothereperbsi t e
relating to Ilford between 1893 and 1964ll of which are fullyacessible and can be

downloaded.

The first, compiled by James Shimeld, ey basic and comprisedhandwritten summarand

two tables covering births, deaths, population, r&a cases of infectious diseases. The quantity
of information about all asjes of the health of the district increabmarkedly over the following
years.As anexample, by 190(here is a table skong cause of death and by age group which is
how we carsee the increases in the numbers of deaths though izdlireri9189.

As wel asthe usual sections of commentary aables in each report, space is stmes

allocated in someeports for a fullearalysis of certain issues e.g. health of children host

and milk supply. In each report there is an attetmjgistimate the tat population of the district.

Accurate fgures are measured only by the Censu | h a v e ndbtd review the nafftes e mp t e
but this could be a useful indicator to illustrate rapid growth of the town. There are also (for
examplein 1905) lists of tk factories and workshops detailing th@#yof business being carried

out. Shughter houses, bakehosisand dairies featein practically every issué sometimes for

reasons wich are not that pleasant to contemplate. See for exathpl@8957 reportswhich tell

of an issue of a bakehouse walnihad a stable very close by. Tdose, in fact, for the nuical

of f i cisfadidrs s a't

As a researcher into streets and houses, padgularly interested to see a section in 1898 on

houses that were closeahds o me demol i s h e d. eeWsesimRhilpoptoCowtt t h a't
werecle ed and f i viethispvadalsreatilleydiay wihllford Lane just round the

corner from theédigh Road, the entrance to which can be seen in a nushpéotographs of #n

time2 Also, there are houses in Valar@s Row closed and subsequently dished; and eight

housesn White Row were losed Both of these terraces were located on the sodéhas Ley

Street close to the railway line.

At times thee are pieces of infmation that can be connected. In 19688 sinking of a well in

Mill Road isnoted; and a bit furthemit is said thatenhouses known as Roding Cottages were
to be demolishetb make way for the erection of Pumping Station forSbath Essex Water
Company. Roding Cottagewere on the weside of Mill Road close to the railwdine.

Reading the repast | can see many psbilities for more research to be carried out on aerta

aspects but in 1912 the then Medical Officer, Corgefitovin, took the qprtunity to write

about how his work tsebeing hampered by certain individsiah the Council. He waaccording
tothebllowi ng year 6s report wr iedodn28hNoverymberl918. Osedoc c € S ¢
look at in more detail!

In summary, the locdlealth reports are not only an invaldatsource of statistical information

about all aspects ofthiee a | t h  cefdents but also attbas a commentary on the life of
lIf ord itself.

© Dr Colin Runeckles, 2June 2020

! httpst/wellcomelibraryorg/moh/browse/?place=Ilford&startYear=1848&endYear=1972&padéerk issues mg
beheld in theHeritage Centréut due to current restrictis | am unable to chects Aug 2QR0)

2See p17 inThe Old Photographs Seriesnpiled by Dowling andMorris.
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Do you know a wizard?

The Chapel was recently contacted by a gentleman researching his family histornywhantuad
come across thenusual name of Matild&/izard, which interested him, even though she was not
a member of his family tree.

Matilda is first shown as
living in the Chapkso
amshouses in 1924 with
Charles James Wizard, who
she had married in 189Bler
maiden name was Mal
Carter. Charles ddin 1933
butelection registers show
that Matilda ontinued to live
therei n dMéar §tbs Chape
* Square, Il6 r d udtDad
. lead 1939.
| Her death at the ripe old age
of 86 was in January 1945 at
StistedHall, near Braintree.

Hospital Chapel almhouses, gbgraphedn Junel988 GeorginaGreen

Stisted Hall is a gradd* listed buildingdating from B25, which beame a cae home in 1939
andis now knownas Prince Edward Duke &fent Court. It apparsto have Masonic
connections.

Matilda and Charles would have lived bothlie pre1927 and the cuentalmshouses. During
most of that time the Chaplain was the Revd. W J i®paSimpson

As the Chapel hado medicalcare facilities | wonder if theravasaregular linkbetween it and
Stisted Hallto whichpeopleweretransferedif they needed extraace?

Thanks to the Rédidge Heritage Centre for providing some of this iinfation.
© Martin Fairhurst, 10 March 2020

Westbury Roadi Beyond Bricks andMortar

As aresidentfor more than a quarter of a century | was very intecks Colin Rineck e s 6
article about Westbury &ad (April 2018), though naturally diggointed that & has debun&d
the legend of the road being built by thelders working onfieestate rimning nath from liford
Station. That storwastold to me bya neighbour wihin daysof my moving into no.114

Fascinatedy the stoy, | consultedhe 1901censugo see if ay houses were occupied by those
in the buildng trade. | found wly six outof the 4 houses listedhough it is possible that after
the wak was finishe in 1897the builders moved onl was, nevehelesspleasedo discove

that my housevas occupi€ by apainter and papdranger, with his weéand two children. A
plumber ad threecarpenters also lived in the road. According to thenégwo slightly large
houses on the corner vesoccupied ly foremenand indeed theouseholdeof oneof themis
descri bed as fioalsprésenbvas hiswiband loégsrsi a grena foreman, a
bricklayer, his wife and daughter, a tavé six in what isstill quite a small house.
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By 1911 my panter andpaperhangemadmovedaway. Two o the capenters remained, but the
third carpenter anthe plumber had mode However,they hal been replaced by another
plumber and another carpent@ihe foremarandhis household had left.

It is interestingto exanine where the fitsoccupants of Wdbury Roa came from.
Unsurprisingly, most had moveditdrom the East Endut thereare somesurprises. Only 9
were born in lIford. Many came froother parts bLondonandthe home countiels Essex,

Kent, Hertfordshire, Surrey and Mdlesex. Resikerts from further afieldinclude people from
Scotland Ireland, Derby, Birmingam, Somerst, Deva, Yorkshire, Shropshire, Pembrokeshire,
Berwick on TweedLiverpool,Norwich, Newmarket and thésle ofWight. Three residgnts were
born oveseas, in IndiaSauth Africaand Australia. Altogether 190 people weoamted, in 45
houses.

In 1939the majaoity of the houses were occupied by two or three petipdeigh six peple

manaedto squeeze intblo.91 A neighbou, whohas lived in the rad since the 13s has

givenmea piece of papatated 1937aCertificate of Local Authorit asto numler consituting

the Permitted Number &fersons in relation to Blouse whichstatessthati t he number of
constitutingthe Permitted Number ofpsons in reladn to the dove-named Premises is 7Y

(seven and one halfo

(See illustraibn page 6)

Some years ago, in
anticipaton of aboundary
dispute with a neighbour, |
obtained the deeds my
house.Fortunaely the dispute
never happened, butdldeeds
made ineresting eading.

In 1894Malcolm Gearge Ross
purchasda 999 year leaseno
aterrace of ten housdsom

A. Cameon Corbdt. Mr.
Rosssoldmy housean 19071

I do not know whther the
otherhousesin the terrace
were sold at the same t&m
The sale s administeed by the Master® Lunag, lawyers appoirgd to manage the busss

affairs of those deemed incapabMr. Rosswas descri bed in the deeds

Westbury RoadJune2020,photographed byadeline Seviour

He was bornn 1865in Limehousethe youngest ofsevenchildren ofCharles Rssand his wife
Jane. In 1871 #y livedin BurdettRoad, Mle End. Chdes Rosswas astoneand ballast
contractor and bargeowner. By 1881 they had moved to West Hamixteen yearold Malcolm
was astudent. In 1891 the family was livirg St Leonar@d on SeaSwssexi Malcolm, atthe
ageof 27, had no ocqation.

On 6 July B92 Malcolm married Emma Goodrich, adaw witha severyearold son, Eustace.
I n 1893 Ma lappearedmndhs regster ai éhe Institution of Electrical Engeersi until
1896 he wastated to be livig in Hasings, but in 189had returned tdlile End, living in
Burdett Road
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In the1901 cersus Emma Ross and Eustaceena 33 Ingleby Road, Ilf@, but Malcolmwas a

boarder inahouse in Torquay; aged Bé wa descrie d a siredeelediricaéep i neer 0.

Could this be thdirst hint that allwas notwell with Malcolm Ross?How cauld he lave
Airetiredo i n the wHadheabecomeaunabtewoik’hWal theshouséiin r t i e s 7
Torquay some kindf care home?

His father,Charles, had dieth 1891,leaving an estatealued at just over3B,000, a substantial
amountin those ays. PassiblyMalcolm received a bequest, but Charles Rossahaide and
sewen chidreniif the estate had beéivided egally Malcoimwould have reeived under
£5,0®, but Ido not know if tha was the caseHowever, it might have beean inheritancéhat
endled hm to invest in property in Westbury Road.

In the1911 censuEmmawas siill at 33 Ingleby Roadbut Malcolmwas absent

Hedied on 5 Miy 1938at PeckhantHouse, @Gnberwell The Nadional Probate Calerarecods
his home address as 33 IngyeRoad JIf ord. In the 1939 Register N0.33 was unoccupiddio
not know wlat hgppered to Emma

Peckham House was an hsy for the matally ill. Built in the 18" century,agrand country
house with extensivergunds,itwa s s ol d i n piné&hRa& privdteoasylum ®rv e | o
mentally ill people, with the hae itself set sidefor private patients and with outhouses fo

p a u p enitially 12 paulpers and 40 pate paients were accomnuated.

| searchedhe 1911 census record for Peckham Houseseach of Malcolm George Ross but
with no success. For reans of confidetiality the patients were listed by initialsly, plus ages
and placesf birth. No M.GR., nor anyone with the caect age and place birth, appeardn the
list.

Whenevertiwas ttat MalcolmRosswasadmitted to an asylumghwould mat likely have keen
aprivate patient. Could that be why hddsthe propetly i or propetiesi in Westbuy Roadin
1907, to fund hs care? Perhaps hetered amther asylum around 1907, mogito Pekham
later. Peckham House epated as an asylum until
1952;the buildng was demolished in 1954. ) i 1is0s

So a sad ending the story othe first owrer of my BOROUGH OF ILFORD.
house.The priceleasehold, in 187, was £155the ottt of Loout Aibarkty e 1o mumber constivuting th
sakin 1907 raised£320for Malcolm Ross It was
sold again in 1919 for £185. In May 198 price
was £300,but two monts later it wasre-sold for £420
T clearlyasuccessfuspeculativenvestment. In 1% Lbfora
the then freeholder,ac mpany nam#d A He & FutoSum oo i
Oa k dfereal leaseholdeiis Westbury Roadhe PN A
opportuwity of buying the freehold, which most s 1RO gy 4
accepped.
© Madeline Seviour, 28 March 2020 Dated this
Sources:
Censuses 18711911 G
The 1939 Register Punsc Hisi Ormcss,
GROIndexes obirths, marriageand deaths B
London Church oEngland Marriages 8anns
(London Metropolitan Archives)

National Probate Calendar
Website of The Peckia Society

HOUSING ACT, 1935 (Section 6 (2).)
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Update from Redbridge Museum & H eritage Centre
Our work is still ©ntinuingduring lockdown although most staff are on duigh apart from
Gerard (the Managernd Nishat (Museum Officer). Nishat continues to regularly update our

very active facbook and twittepods © please signpto f i nd out mor &860° Wedr e

virtual tour of the Museum for Open House in Seffitenso you can sit from the comforof

your own home! Wedre also starting tt@ upl oad

Y ouTubeincluding onemadein 2008 dout Fairheasl

The Museum featured ia recent BBC News film about the8@nniversary of th Battle of
Britain. The BBC wanted eeconstruction of a 1930s kitchen for part of the film and contacted
the Museum. Filnmg was arrangd inMarch just before dckdown. The 1930s kitchen which is
part of the Museumobds per ndbddminutes itethihirentarkable o n

can

stoyof6 The School gi rl Wh oadthbBughshe eid noflhave &y persohal Wa r 6

connection to Redhige

Onerecent intrigung enquiry was from enember of the public who was befriending people
during lockdown. She was touch wit a lady who wamtd to fnd out the loation of a mica
factay she had worlkein during the Second World War. Mica, a tyggenineral is used in a
huge variety of produstwhich includedinsulators on valves for radios. In her recollections, the
factory was close to th&own Hal and she thoug it had been a far. | suggested #t instead it
may have been converted from arga
or stdbles as she remibers working
above ina hayloft while downstairs
were metal rings for tying up animals.
lIford had many srall backstreet @iries
before fridges vere common and | was
aware of J.TPaulter Dairy, 245 High
Road, Ilford (see adverbut therewere
also seval stables for horserawn
shop delivery wagons.

;Y

1L

THERTETTREATRE TV FE DRI O 1) TELEIEET A ORI B IO VO ORI

FURE MILK, CREAM and BUTTER.
NEW LAID EGGS A SPECIALITY.

J. T. POULTER

Cowkeeper & Dairy Farmer

Under direct Medies] aud Sanitary supervision

SFECIAL COWVE EEFT FOR
THE NMURSERY and INVALIDS

Cowes kept at Hainault Farm, Chadwell Heath,
also at Grange Farm & Home Farm, Chigwell.
Telephone BL Hford.

ILFORD DAIRY, _
High Road, [Iford | searched the 1939 Register and found

O . (WO youngwomen wio lived in llford
andwagk e d a sp lointi tcear ss6

wasa good start. NéX searched the list of local building plareldhby theHeritage Centrand

in February 1951the Essex Mica Co. Ltd submitted a plan to llIford Council for lavatories

followed the next month bylans fal a d i e ariés. Theaplaastwersubmitted by My

Norwood so we will need to check if she wae bwner bthe companyBut where was the

locaton of the factory? None other than 245 High Rodte former site of Potdr Dairy!In the

Museum ollection and on displa we have a milk mesure from the Pdier Dairy.

The mica factory (and formé&oulte dairy) was located a few do®down from the General
Havelock pub and immediately to the right of tHeommpson (Meting) Rooms with had leen
erected in846. On the 1960S map works and weahouses are indicated for the mica factory
and t le&hed L enéxtdom which operatebetween 195468. The whole site, which
presumably included the mica fagg, was denolished and mevelopedis the Centreay site of
shops ad flats from 196971. Have any members heard of the mica factory before?

TLRFEAELAEHE PSR EL BB RN E LD G IIGFIERDER 11T
AT TR R A AR

|

a

© GerardGreene Museum & Heritage Cent Manager, 10 July 2020
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| Iford G Homeless pad and present!

In November 2018, thiéford Recorderepotedthat there were,Z00 homelessgoplein liford.
An increese, they suggestedayhichwas up by 13.6% on the previoysar. More disconcerting
was the figue of 449homeles peple who had died th previous year and a figure that gested
65 rough sleepenrgere present in the borought this imetheBritish Asan Christian
Associaton was working towards beginningdsieals for the homelegsojecd .

lIford is not the bigestor oldest town in lond, but it must have been largaaigh D attract
rough slepers in the 1920askEric ArthurBlair, morecommonry known by his pen name George
Orwell, mentioned our small town his first everpublicationDown ard out in Paris ad

London | learned abuot the book after a discussiaovith Pub Lardlord, David Chrisif, at the
@rince of Wale§on GreenLane- piquingmy intereg in lIfordé historic helgor the homeless.

In hisbook, Orwell suggestthat many venuasere dingy and
quiteunhygienic placesvhere homeless peopleften had toa
pay asmall fee foranovernight stay. However, they wea#

very wel-used(there were few affordable alternatives) and
visitors queued fohours. No doubt, thesstablishments
provided an elmentof sdety, respitefrom the cold and a
chance to eat sagrhotfood, even if it vas only butter and toast.

Orwell and hs contenporaries n the 192G never used the word
homeless but used namesltkamp, vagrant or lggars. A more
sawury list of nanes isgiven in the glosary of Orwellés book.
He describethe varbus types of tempary residence available
to themsuch @ Casal wards/Spkeswhere homeless people
would be required to work for tirestay Homeless people i GEORGE ORWELL
would have tdoreak rocks witta hanmerand spike ordase
ropes with a spike, and it islEvedby some that this where the nickname spike cafmem.
Another moredismncerting belief is that a spike was the implement thadl delink people
upright @ the casual wals.

On enteringa spke homeless peopleould have to remove their clothesh{ich would be
fumigated. They would usually be crammado rooms wth burk beds or mattresses and locked
in their rooms overnight like poners. Food would besky basic, wittbread and drippg (fat
from roasted negt) and either a cup of tea, hot cladateor skilly (hot waer and oats the least
favourite.

Onesuchspike referredto in George Orweés book is from a towhe has nameddmton. By
estimatingthe geographicabutetakenby GeorgeOrwell in his desdption, it is easy to surmise
that tre pla@ named Romton Romford andhatEdbury is Edmortn. Itis beleved Orwell
disgquised the name for legal reasons and later publitatio state that somemas were
changd at the insistece d publishers

The Fomford Spikehad no beds and Orieescrited the shock he fiewhen he realised their
absence sothis cailld na hawe beena common featurdescriptionsof how 50 homeless pele
were forced to share water in two tubs to wash themselves, would horrify homeless people
currently in temporary housing, induced by @@VID-19 lockdown However, if a horaless
person opted to have alfblaththey would be givenabath full of cleanwater.
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Spikes/Casual wards were ek to workhousenanced bylocal parsh councit to helplocal
people. AstrampsOwere itinerant, tey were onlyallowed to stay fooneor two nights at a few
locations Tranp Majors wererespnsible for managing th Spiles and they would be supervised
by a Board of Guardians who were ¢égt They couladefuse enty to drampsandvagrant$

which couldlead to the arrest and detainenton hard labour for two weeks.

Orwell describes in his baok, how after his stayt the RomfordSpike he was given abd
voucher from the Tramp Major, tee at acoffeeshop n liford. For me tls isfascinating.
Primaily it reveds howmy town d birth was involved in helping rough €lpersasfarback @
the1920s. Moreover, it @scribes a phenomenon | have not bakle to find anywhere else.
Vouchers o be used in céde ropsby the homelesbak thenarenot desabed anywhes else
to my krowledge.

| have undertaken some researthbajfeeshops in lIiford around the 1926 usng Kelly &
Directories, with my sistedlaomi. We discovered one that wagheRed Lion Hotéon
Cranlbrook Road up ntil 1925 but then disajegars from hstorical record.

Therewashowever an Aerated Bread Cpany (bunded1864)3 tea shop at 96 High Roadand J
Lyons (founded 1884ga shop 8165 High Road, from 1921y best eimation is thabneof
these tea shopsasfrequented by Orwebetween 192- 19204 g

If | was to lazard a guess, | would suggést ABC was he
estdlishment mentioned. They we more egalitarian and were
already poviding free meals to their workerscawere the first
estdlishment that peritted woman in their bilding
unacompanied this was unusal for the time. Moreover, the
ABC wouldhawe beenthe larger of the two businsses and was #
located extremely close the Salvation Army in llford, which
would have exposkthem to homeless peoplFurthermore, the
ABC was less gpensiveand attracted pgxde on lower incomes
than J Lyos, so haing homeless vsitors would cause less
friction with existing clients.

Hannah otsideTescoin Fleet
The S#vation Army, is a group still pivotah the care of Streetwith theahosbof theABC

Redbrdgets homeless pgbe in moderrtimes Ilfordés Salvéion Sign jus visible, June 2020

Army celebrated its150" Anniversary in 2015suggsting tre chuch began n 1865 - by the
1920 they would have been quite webtablified.

To commemorate the presence ob@ge Orwell in lford while researchindor his first ever
publication,the British Asian ChristianAssociationwill be redesiging the mur&onthe sde-
wall at Clementswood Comunity Centre in the coming week3enie Humphriesa former
homeless persahey have helpedetoff the streetswill be painting the murd.

© Hannah Chowdry, 20 May2020
At thetime of writing Hannah $ a studen at KantorKing Sdomon High Schooanda Member of
Redbridge Youth Counciho volunteerswith theBritish Asian Qiristian Associion.

A more detailed @rsion of her article cabefound a
https://hannahchowdhry.bloggpmm/2020/05/ilfordshomelesgastand-present.html

8 Sir James Hawkey, B of Woodford was Vice-Chairman of the Aerated Brea@ompany, (the ABC), andiuring
the Geneal Strike in 1926he aganisd the Easten Food Depot which wasituated atVoodford Green.

4 There was a change in numberinglaildings o liford High Road

Dueto Covid-19restrictons| cannd confirm if tha woud have affected my research onrfeer cofeeshops.
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Valentines Mansionand its &-riends62000- 2020

On 26 Febuary 2020the Friends o¥/alentines Mansion celebratduet20" annivesaryof their
formationwith a sgcial gatheringn the Mansion For guests, as well as bublalyd birthday
cake, there was a presatibn of the rte of the FOVMs past, pesent anduture given by
members othe committee. It covered hawve group vasformedfollowing a suggestion byhe
thenValentines Mansion Steering Group (later the Valentines Mansion Toust)a support
groupfor their bid b developvalentines Maaon for thecommunity.

The FOVM @mmittee was formed under treatlership oflie lag Peer Wright and with his
drive and passion of thieuilding the FOVM became a force in their own right, staging many
events ® make people awam this truly speciabuilding. The nhcome from these erts May
Fairs, History DaysWinetasting, Quizzes,Talks, Muscal Evenings ath Christmas events g
and we decided to start our own restoration project in support of, weatawahe LBR's
Heritage Lottery Bid.

Above: Kitchen Range8 Sept 2001, before restoratiol
Left: Dec2008 Dick Small, Treasuwer of the Friendsisce itstated

Ourfirst project was the huge VictoriaKitchen Range and weanvassedupport fromocal
busiresses, which sadly wasot forthcoming but again local people and groups donated and we
were able to go ahead. The Vigtm Kitchenis nowone of the most populareas for isitors

and many of thetie ms 0 @he arsasvereatjated by oumembes. FOVM made every
attemptto make people locally and further afield aware of the Mansion by advertising events
nationally,giving talks and hing stands at Historydirs. Many dherprojects followed.

When LBR submitted their findid to
Heritage Lottery it included the
evidene of our commitment. After
much holding of breath thid was
granted and the restorationtbe
building and the suounding Park
began. mring this periodthe Project
Manage Nigel Burch, who had
supportedis throughoutallowed usto
visit the site ad view the discoveries
which had been uncovered.

At laston Sundayl4 February 2009 : :
Valentines Mansiowas opened to &public, the FOVM mehrers havmghad apreview the day
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before. It wasquite magicato goproach theestoredbuilding as the sow wasfalling and see it
glowing withlight. We had done it¥ou could imageDr and Mrs Ingleby,aturningfroman
evening out tasight like this

We are élighted to say FOVM are #there with many of the origin@ommittee nembers
working to support the Masion with gifts of furniture, restorations, etc.

It was a difficult time firancially nationwide whethe building frst opened but & future now
looks good and with the ManagJan Ellery in place plus hdedicated st anda bank of
volunteers, plusis, it has an exciting future.

7 Sept 2002Shirley Chinaloy & CherryHooker Jan Ellery and Cherry Hookepresentng
preparingfood for aFriends event GeorginaGreen vith her ertificate, 26Feb 202

However the highlight ofat day back in Februathis yeawas a spaal acknowledgema of
the part @orgira Greenhasplayedin the Mansiorés history and how much we owe torhe
Because ohermeticuousresearch we nw know so much about the building and the families
that lived thee. Our thanks anthat of the managemeaf Valentines Masion took the formfoa
sealed eroll giving her The Freslom of Valentines Mansionndonour no othepersonrhashad.

© Cherry Hooker, Chairman Friends of Valentines Mansion, 6 June 2020

What 6s i n a Photo?

Open any book on the hisy o Ilford and there willmore tharlikely be photoof how the town
used to . Often there will be eaption, uswally shat, tdling the viewer the l@ation and maybe
an approxinate date of whetihe ptoto was taken. Do you agree with the caption dnése
something in it thatakes youhink that sometm g i s n 6Ht? Maybeithere are elemerits
ashopname, perhaps thatmears you can place ibr maybe so much has chaalgthat it is
impossibleto picture what it looks like now.

IHS member Cax Franklin has been workingn providng mae detaileddescriptions for@me

of the photos held by the H&ge Section in Ralbridge Cenral Library usingher knowledge of

the areaand resources avableeg . Kell yébs Director iaecsstotiekhone b
original phots enableshe fine detail tadbe brought out.

But oneday when looking througpictures of llford Lane Icameaaossone that nbonly had |
not seen beferbut could see #t theae were so many facets to it, it made me want tibevabout
it at length.
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The Photo

S 183 5Y%A

LR Y
Reprodiced by kindpermission of th&edridge Heritage Centre.
Firstly, the location. This was talenat the top of lford Lane looking northdwards Station

Approachllf you turned t he c oingudavmllfotd&lill; tolheright,enbt , y ou
theHigh Road.

What immediately augt my eye in this picturé and itd sot a viewpont se@ vely often’ is
justhow narrow the top of llifad Lane was at thiéme compared to the same place today i.e. the
top of ChapelRoad. There are onlywb lanes irnthe ghoto compard with the four herearenow.

In the middle oflhe radwe @an see th trantinesand above the ovenead lines for the trams
which began runnigthraugh Iiford in 1903.

Let 6s | ook athe potogding frcoméetoriglst. i n

Onthe kft is a wal. This belongedo the gounds of Salisbury Hoes atthe time the hane of

Jamesshimdd who was he Medical Officer of Hedh for llford unti 1901°Up on Shi mel d 6 s
death in May 1905, the land wssld b W.P.Griggs almost imediately &erwards and he &d

the house dentished and Broadway Market buiin its place. Theseshopsare $ill standing

today. Beyond this wall can bgeen the distinote wal of the bank on the corner of Ilford Hill.

Thiswas buit in 1896 for Londorand CountyBanking 1 now ofcourse it is a banch ofNat

West. In the middlef the gcture is thefamous clack tower. Donatedy W.P.Griggs and built in

1901, it stood irthatposition until 1923 when it was moved to SouthiPlawtdestroyed by

5 Annual Report of the Medicd Officer of Health1905, p29
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