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Sadie steps down! 
After over 40 years as our 

Membership Secretary, Sadie 

Gomm has decided to let someone 

else have a go, and she will step 

down at our AGM. 

Ilford Historical Society was 

formed in 1968 and Sadie has 

looked after our members since it 

began. A librarian with Ilford 

borough for many years, Sadie is a 

founding member and now a Vice 

President of the Society. 

Quietly efficient with a dry sense of 

humour and a great advocate and 

supporter of our events, Sadie has 

always ómannedô the entry table at 

the Chapel taking visitor and 

membership fees at our talks and special summer events. Sadieôs effort, and the assurance that 

she brings, has added security to our evenings. Our last Committee meeting (we hold just 2 or 

3 a year) was held at Sadieôs home and she has often suggested topics for talks that have 

proved very popular. 

Sadie keeps a list of members and visitors so we can keep track of how many attend our 

meetings and passes the money (woe betide anyone who tried to get passed her without 

paying!) onto Treasurer John Sharrock. 

We now welcome Carol Franklin who takes over from September. 

Jef Page, Chairman, March 2013. 
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Ilfordôs Allotments 
Since the turn of the century, allotments have, once again, been in demand all over the 

country and Ilford has been no exception. However, the allotment story is much more than a 

story about growing fruit and vegetables. As Ilford grew and developed, so allotments played 

their part in both shaping and being shaped by the landscape, the politics and its people.  

In 1832, there were known to be two twenty-five acre sites, one at Barkingside (Maypole 

Plain) and another at Little Heath.
1
 Ilford Council first provided allotment sites in 1889, 

although they did not get off to a very promising start. The Isolation Hospital (between Barley 

Lane and Chadwell Heath Lane) had three allotment sites attached to it, although there 

appeared to be little demand for plots. In September 1904, the Hospital Visiting Committee 

decided to use some of the allotments to dump ómanure and other refuse.ô
2
 A year later, the 

remaining allotments were grassed over because they were unused.
3
  Whether the hospital 

staff, patients or local residents used the hospital allotments remains something of a mystery. 

The only known plot holder is Adolphus William Prudence, who lived and worked as a 

groom, servant and gardener at the hospital. 

The movement really took off with the advent of the Small Holdings and Allotments Act 

1907, which put county councils under a duty to provide allotments where demand existed. 

By 1910, Ilford had 24½ acres and 157 plot holders. By 1911, it had acquired another 14 

acres and 90 more plot holders, paying around 6d. per rod per year.
4
 Ilfordôs rents were quite 

cheap compared to other localities. Birmingham, for example, charged between 2s. 6d. ï 3s. 

1¾d. per rod per annum. The Seven Kings and Goodmayes Horticultural Society was the first 

society in the area to secure land for allotments for its members. From an initial holding of 

ninety plots circa 1909, it managed over nine hundred by 1925. 

 

Ordnance Survey map 1921 The Isolation Hospital Allotment Gardens 

                                                 
1
 Pattenden, V., 2010 In J Burchardt and J. Cooper (eds.), Breaking New Ground, Milton Keynes: FACHRS 

Publications. 
2
 Ilford Council Minutes 24

th
 September 1904 p.811 

3
 Ilford Council Minutes 23

rd
 September 1905 p.749 

4
 Donald, R. 1908; 1911; 1913, The Municipal Year Book(s) of the United Kingdom. London: Edward Lloyd  
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New North Road Allotment Site 2010 

William Buck is the first-named plot holder in Ilfordôs Council Minutes and is recorded as 

taking over a plot from Harrison at the Hatch Lane site.
5
 The 1901 census documents William 

Buck, as a florist, and his wife, a market gardener, living at 6 Florence Terrace, Birkbeck 

Road, which is near the Hatch Lane site. (Harrison, however, was not traceable through the 

census returns.) By 1911, Buck, who was then fifty-four years old, had become a gardener 

and moved to Perrymans Farm Road. It is not known if he maintained his allotment after the 

move. Buck was born in Stepney, East London and Phoebe was born in Norfolk.
6
 

The plot holders held a range of jobs, including general labourers, ófish carmanô (mobile fish 

and chip sellers) to clerks, civil servants and a chartered secretary.
7
 Historically, allotments 

have been associated with poverty but the majority of Ilfordôs new residents, as well as its 

plot holders, were not unskilled/unemployed men but home-owning, skilled manual or 

managerial/supervisory workers. Consequently, they probably grew-their-own as a hobby 

rather than a necessity. 

The typical Ilford allotment 

holder lived less than a mile 

away from his allotment site, in a 

terraced house with a double-bay 

window, two reception rooms 

and three bedrooms.
8
 In 1908, 

this type of house cost about 

£300 freehold or £220 leasehold. 

It appears that the allotment 

holders were all men, and on 

average, were thirty-nine years 

old and married with two 

children. Over two-thirds of plot 

holders were born outside of the 

district, which is not surprising 

given that the population of 

Ilford more than doubled between 1900 and 1911. Many of these new residents were anxious 

to get to know their neighbours, make new friends and build social networks. Ilfordôs many 

clubs, societies and allotment sites offered just such an opportunity.  

There were many advantages to having an allotment, not least of which was the relatively 

small rent paid for a plot, about ten shillings a year. Compared to the yearly subscription to 

Ilford golf clubðseven guineasðan allotment was cheap and unlike a game of golf or tennis, 

there was no limit to the amount of time one could spend on the plot. Allotments also offered 

a social networking opportunity through the horticultural shows, competitions, outings, New 

Yearôs Eve dances, concerts and annual dinners organised by the societies. These events were 

a chance for plot holders to meet like-minded people and their families and also make friends.  

During the 1930s, allotments were provided to help the unemployed feed themselves and 

occupy their time fruitfully. When WWII broke out, the Dig for Victory campaign turned 

                                                 
5
 Ilford Council Minutes 7

th
 July 1908 p.493 

6
 1901 & 1911 census returns 

7
 1911 census returns 

8
 1911 census returns 
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every spare piece of land in Ilford into a growing space. The local allotment societies, 

including Seven Kings and Goodmayes Allotment Society, North Hainault Allotment Holders 

and Protection Society, Ilford Allotment Society and Barley Lane Allotment Society managed 

many of the thousands of wartime plots, including hundreds in the boroughôs parks. Even 

after the ending of hostilities, food shortages were so great that demand for allotments 

continued. In fact, some requisitioned land, such as the site at Doctor Barnardoôs Village in 

Barkingside, was not released until 1953.
9
  

The beginning of the 1950s saw the last of the seven Allotments Acts and a consultation 

between the Council and the societies about the future of their allotments. Several sites were 

identified as future potential allotments, including part of Ilford golf course, 3 acres east of 

Barkingside station, 2.5 acres in Chase Lane and 9 acres in Roding Lane West. However, 

before many of the new sites were developed, the government withdrew its support and grants 

for allotments and demand, which had been falling, continued to decline. In 1949, Ilford had 

538 acres of allotments. By 1959, there were 289 acres and by 1961, only 80 acres remained. 

In 1965, when Ilford became part of Redbridge the new borough had a combined 180 acres of 

allotments, which provided about 2800 plots.
10

  

There has always been a contention 

between land for development and 

land for allotments and over the last 

sixty years, Ilfordôs allotment holders 

have fought many battles to save their 

sites. Although a few battles were 

won, some sites, many of which had 

been under cultivation for years, such 

as the former Percival Garden site, 

were lost. Today, Redbridge has a 

vibrant allotment movement with a 

high demand for its 2000 plots 

scattered amongst its twenty-five 

allotment sites.  

©  Lesley Acton PhD, January 2013 

 

Allotments at Water Lane (Loxford) 1925  

(scale 6 inches to 1 mile) 11  

 

 

 

See back page for details of the 

Museum exhibition which includes a 

section on allotments

                                                 
9
 Ilford Council Minutes 9

th
 March 1953 p.1567 

10
 Borough Surveyor's Report for Redbridge Allotments Committee 1965 

11
 Redbridge local studies archive 
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Sources for local history : Magazines 

Many specialist magazines can provide local information in their particular field. 

Researchers looking into the history and people of the Great Eastern Railway can find a 

wealth of information in the Great Eastern Railway magazine, produced from 1911 to 

1926. Though the former Eastern Counties Railway had been a somewhat ramshackle affair, 

undercapitalised and poorly run, by the end of the 19th century its successor the GER was 

well managed, profitable and forward looking. It ran one of the most intensive suburban rail 

services ever seen, using steam power alone, but was strangely resistant to electrification 

which did not reach Ilford until 1949. 

From 1911 to 1926 (when it had been absorbed in the London and North Eastern Railway) the 

GER produced a staff magazine. Apart from articles about GER matters it also ran features on 

more general railway subjects such as one on railway authors appearing in 1913. For family 

historians there is information about staff changes, including deaths and marriages, though not 

births. One feature in 1913 covers the managerial staff of the Liverpool Street division, 

including the stationmaster at Ilford, Mr Unwin, whose photo appears. Perhaps he took over 

from George Pallant who died in 1906 and whose funeral was attended by over 2000 people.  

In a short browse in the 1913 bound volume I found details of the marriage of the shunter at 

Chadwell Heath and, just outside our area, information that the booking clerk at Maryland 

Point (as Maryland station was then called) was off to take up a post with Uganda Railway. 

His colleagues presented him with a Thermos flask! 

Originals can be seen in the National Railway Museum at York where they are housed in the 

library (known as "Search Engine"). However, the Great Eastern Railway Society has 

produced them all on a double DVD at a cost of £15 which seems good value.  

 

 

Great Eastern Railway Society website 

www.gersociety.org.uk 

© Roger Backhouse, 8 February 2013 

http://www.gersociety.org.uk/
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Listed Building : Barnardoôs at Tanners Lane, Barkingside 

Thomas Barnardo came to London in 1866 and found children sleeping in the streets and 

being forced to beg for food. It was in 1867 that he set up the Ragged School and started 

helping the abused, vulnerable, forgotten and neglected children of East London.  By the time 

he died in 1905, the charity he founded ran 96 homes caring for more than 8,500 children. 

Following his death his work continued and now Barnardoôs helps more than 200,000 

children, young people and their families every year.  (http://www.barnardos.org.uk) 

http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/caring/listing/listed-buildings/ 

DR BARNARDO'S MEMORIAL AT BARNARDO'S, Grade: II*  

TWENTY-TWO COTTAGE HOMES AT BARNARDO'S, Grade: II  

CAIRNS COTTAGE AT BARNARDO'S, Grade: II   

FOUNTAIN ON THE GREEN AT BARNARDO'S, Grade: II  

CHILDREN'S CHURCH AND LYCH GATE AT BARNARDO'S, Grade: II  

LODGE AND BOUNDARY WALLS TO BARNARDO'S, Grade: II  

Those of you who visit 

Barkingside from time to 

time must have noticed that 

major building work is 

taking place at Barnardoôs 

site. For a start, they will 

have a new headquarters. 

I obtained permission to 

photograph the listed 

structures at Barnardoôs 

before it became a building 

site and I will include some 

of my photos in the 

following pages. I will be 

pleased to give listing details of specific buildings to members on request. Or please see the 

website e.g. http://list.english-heritage.org.uk/resultsingle.aspx?uid=1081001 

While taking photographs on 14 October 2011, I met David Woodward, Assistant Director, 

who told me a fair bit about the site and development proposals. They would demolish the 

admin block and build more accommodation there. They wanted to extend the Cottages on the 

north side of the green so that they appear to have two ñfrontsò. This would give a more 

pleasing aspect from the roadway on that side, as they plan to open up the site to wider public 

access eventually. Much of this is now happening and the new HQ is growing every day. 

He mentioned that Lord Cairns and Lord Stradbrooke were both generous to Dr Barnardo, 

and both later went to Australia which gave them the idea of sending children there. 

Following on from contacts made at that time, I include below an article based on notes made 

by Derek Wills for a talk. He first worked at the Village as a House Parent, then as a Group 

Leader at the residential home and school for disabled children, and finally as an After Care 

Officer, visiting those who had previously been in Barnardoôs care.     

Georgina Green, 1 March 2013

http://list.english-heritage.org.uk/resultsingle.aspx?uid=1081001
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