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Dear Reader 

Doreen Weller ï Great thanks 
We wish to say thank you to Doreen (and David) for putting the Newsletter together. Doreen 

brings a bubbly sense of fun and enthusiasm to all situations and took over from Nigel Roche 

in September 2005, editing 21 issues, nos.85-105, until March 2011. 

From just a two-sided leaflet she increased the number of pages, added relevant colour 

pictures to some articles so Peter Foley and myself could develop our theories. Doreen wrote 

the Introductions and occasional pieces on the Chapel, brought in Bill Green to write articles 

on religion, peace, and reconciliation themes, whilst welcoming a variety of contributions 

from Georgina Green, Pat Heron and Norman Gunby. 

We want to keep the Newsletter going to let members know whatôs going on and publish 

articles of interest to everyone. 

Doreen hands over to new Vice President and editor Georgina Green and we welcome her. 

We all wish Doreen well in her fight to stay healthy. Weôd like articles on any subject, 

members news and anecdotes, more writers to add variety, and good local and family history. 

Jef Page, Chairman, July 2011. 

 

Our New Logo is taken from the arms granted on October 17, 1926, when Ilford 

became a Municipal Borough.  

The water at the base refers to the townôs name Ilford. 

This means ford across the Hyle, the local name for the 

River Roding. The main charge is an oak tree, 

representing the Fairlop Oak in Hainault Forest. The 

seven crowns refers to the district of Seven Kings. This 

was reputed to be the meeting place for the Kings of the 

Heptarchy or seven kingdoms of Anglo-Saxon England.  

The forests that anciently covered much of the area are 

represented in the crest by the buck and oak leaves. The 

buck supports a seaxe from the arms of Essex County 

Council, to show that Ilford is in Essex.  

The left hand supporter is a forester, the right hand a 

Benedictine Abbess. The latter represents Adeliza, 

Abbess of Barking, who founded a chapel in Ilford in 

1145.  

Information from 

http://www.ngw.nl/int/gbr/i/ilford.htm 

http://www.ngw.nl/int/gbr/e/essex.htm
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Introducing the new editor... 

I was both surprised and delighted when I was invited to stand as a Vice-President of the 

Society and feel honoured to have been elected.  I am very happy that I can assist the Society 

by producing the Newsletter, but Iôm afraid I really donôt know Ilford very well. This is a 

situation I have started to remedy already. 

I was born and brought up in Chingford by parents who came from Edmonton, so my only 

knowledge of Redbridge was as a pupil at Woodford County High School. When I married I 

moved to Leytonstone but my husband was an active member of Wanstead Cricket Club and 

before long I became very interested in the story of Wanstead House. This became the subject 

of one of the first articles I had published, in 1984.  We bought a house at Woodford Bridge, 

but technically this was in Chigwell, so I still did not live in Redbridge. My parents had 

brought me up to be interested in natural history and Epping Forest and when I gave up work 

to have a family I became the Secretary of the Friends of Epping Forest. My curiosity about 

the history of the forest led to me writing Epping Forest through the Ages in 1982 and from 

this it was a small step to lecturing and adult education. 

Knowing my interest in the Forest, Ernest Fulcher invited me to attend a lecture on Epping 

Forest by Bill Liddel at the Woodford Historical Society. Before long I was on their 

committee and when I became Secretary I started a crash course on the history of Woodford.  

Although no longer a member of the society I am still involved in the history of Woodford as 

a member of St.Maryôs, the parish church, where I am regarded as the archivist and answer 

any questions received which are history related.  

It was as Secretary of the Woodford Historical Society that I took an interest in the future of 

Valentines Mansion, writing to the Council on behalf of the society from the early 1990s. I 

was asked to become a Trustee of Valentines Mansion in 1999 and my role since then has 

been to research the history of the house and its owners and to spread the word as far and 

wide as possible by writing articles and giving talks. I instigated the foundation of the Friends 

of Valentines Mansion, started so that the Trust could show we had public support for the 

Mansion. Now that the building has been restored I am happy to help there as a tour guide, or 

in other ways, and have just finished a booklet about the Ingleby family which will be 

produced by the Council for sale at the Mansion. 

When I got divorced I moved to Hainault, so I have been living in Ilford for about 15 years. 

Itôs about time I found out more about the parish and I hope to write about the things I 

discover which interest me. I apologise if I feature some very basic things which locals have 

know for ages ï but I hope that seeing it through new eyes may add more colour and help you 

to see it different. 

I hope to produce three issues of the newsletter each year and will  welcome contributions 

from members (preferably typed and sent by e-mail) if they are about our local history or are 

likely to interest our members. If you attend a Society outing and enjoyed it, why not put pen 

to paper and tell other members what they missed?  This newsletter is being posted out but I 

hope the next will be available at the December and January meetings.  If you miss a meeting 

and find you have not received a newsletter (they are numbered) please feel free to contact me 

and I will send a copy by post or by e-mail. 

Georgina Green, 24 Henryôs Walk, Hainault, Ilford, Essex IG6 2NR 

Telephone : 020 8500 6045           E-mail : georgina.green@btconnect.com 
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One thing which I realised long ago was that until the 1850s Ilford was dominated by 

Hainault Forest, so it is appropriate that I will be speaking about that at the October meeting. 

The map here was published in 1777. I have tried to draw on it the Ilford boundary as it is 

today and you can easily see how rural the area was, and that a significant part was covered 

by the trees of Hainault Forest until their destruction in 1851-3. 

Georgina Green 

 

Map by John Chapman & Peter André, published in 1777 
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George Rumble and His Family - Watercress Growing in 19th 

Century Little Ilford   

An article by Miss Catherine Emslie (2010) 
 

My grandfather Leonard Rumble was the greengrocer in Seven Kings c.1919 to the mid 

1950s at 396 Green Lane (originally 14 South Park Parade), and at 297 High Road. I knew 

little of the family history beyond that my mother told me her grandmother Lizzie was a 

dragon (not in a nice way) and that her grandfather had watercress beds on the River Roding. 

All else is assembled from documentary evidence. Leonard came from Little Ilford where his 

father Walter and grandfather George were involved in watercress growing beside the Roding 

for several decades. The family had been in the area from much earlier times. 

Henry Rumble married Martha Fritter in St Margaretôs church Barking, 12
th
 October 1788. 

Their eldest son Edward (so far I have found) was born 16
th
 July 1792 and baptised in the 

same church in August, marrying Elizabeth Oakes there in 1818. Several other children were 

baptised there including Martha (1807) who married Thomas English on 2
nd

 September 1832 

and lived in Barkingside and then Little Heath. James, born 9
th
 November 1809, became a 

maltster and there are census entries for him in Bethnal Green, Surrey, and Chigwell (listed as 

retired). None of these records gives an abode and itôs solely my speculation that the family 

were already living and working around the Roding in the Ilford area of Barking parish. 

Possibly Henry came from Mountnessing. 

In the 1841 census the only entries I can find with the surname Rumble in the local area are 

Edward, his wife Elizabeth, and sons George, Thomas, William and Joseph living in Curtis 

Cottage, Little Ilford parish. He can be presumed to be living on the western side of the river 

for some time as his children from Henry (baptised 1822) onwards were baptised in St Mary 

the Virgin, Little Ilford. This Henry was probably out on a fishing boat at the time of the 

census but living in Barking. The 1851 census shows Edward (a Roadsman) with three sons 

living in Little Ilford (between the Toll Gate and óRabbitts Farmô) while his wife Elizabeth 

from Fryerning was visiting the aging Mary Oakes in the Almshouse at Ingatestone. 

The surname spelling varies: from Rumbell, Rumball, Rumbold to Rumble.  

 

George Rumble (baptised in St Maryôs Little Ilford, 1822) and his new wife Mary Ann were 

living in Barking next to Henryôs wife Anne. On his 5
th
 October 1850 marriage record weôre 

told he was a market gardener resident in Poplar and his father Edward described as a farmer. 

In the 1841 census Edward and the four sons then living with him are recorded as agricultural 

labourers. This maybe a more accurate picture but it could well have been that he was a kind 

of tenant farmer renting meadows to take a profit or loss on what he produced himself. 
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Itôs possible that the family were trading produce into London to take George to Poplar but 

Henry married in the same Poplar church two years earlier to Ann Patrick who appears to 

have been from Poplar and whose father was put as a shipwright so the fishing business may 

have been a connection. 

 
Ann Patrick and her mother Martha can both be found in the Barking census of 1841, Ann as 

a servant in a small school house which is where, I presume, she learned to write. I presume 

that John Patrick had already died. Henry and Annôs first daughter was baptised in Barking, 

but c.1854 they moved to Yarmouth where later children were baptised. Ann, her mother 

Martha, and the children were there in 1861 while Henry is in the North Sea, Master of the 

Reliant. He appears to have died in 1864, Ann remarrying in 1868. 

Meanwhile Georgeôs first son William was baptised in the new church of St Maryôs Ilford 

with Great Ilford given as his abode but later children appear to have been born in Little 

Ilford. No-one with the surname Rumble appears on the 1861 census in the Ilford area - they 

may have been in a shack that was overlooked by the authorities. Georgeôs census address of 

óThe Watercress Bedsô for 1871, ó81 and ó91 suggests 

something of the sort. Itôs the 1881 census that first 

describes him as a ñWatercress Growerò, the 1871 

census just records ñagricultural labourerò, leaving it 

uncertain whether earlier entries covered the same 

produce. 

In the 1871 census óthe watercress bedsô came 

between Manor Cottages and the Coach and Horses; 

in 1881 ñChurch Lane W.C. Bedsò came between 

ñBy Manor Farmò and ñNorth Endò while in 1891 

ñChurch Rd. Watercress Bedsò came between 

Parkhurst Road and Manor Farm. George was listed 

as a cress grower at Manor Fields in Kellyôs 

Directory through the 1880s and 90s. By 1901 

however he was in Forest House Workhouse, Leyton 

listed as a Market Gardener. He died on 17
th
 April 

1906, his death recorded on the family gravestone in 

St Mary the Virgin churchyard, Little Ilford, along 

with his wife Mary Ann (Pegram), his parents 

Edward and Elizabeth (Oakes) and three of his 

children: William, Eliza (under her married name of 

Rogers) and Walter. 


